
 



 Stated Theme- expressed directly 
 
 Implied Theme- revealed gradually through 

other literary elements such as plot, character, 
setting, point of view, imagery, figures of 
speech, or symbolism. 

 



“‘Simply this: hunting had ceased to be 
what you call ‘a sporting proposition.’ It 
had become too easy. I always got my 
quarry. Always. There is no greater bore 
than perfection’”(74, The Most Dangerous 

Game) 
 
 Through Zaroff’s comments about hunting, 

the author implies that hunting animals is not 
sportsmanlike. With only speed and instinct, 
they are not fairly matched against man’s 
intellect and reason. 
 



 An understanding of theme is dependent upon 
one’s experience of life and literature… yet… 

 
 Theme in literature can enlarge one’s 

understanding of life. 
 

 The theme will never completely explain the 
story, but rather supports all of the other 
elements in the story. 
 



 The quest for immortality 
 The individual’s relationship with and obligation 

to society… character vs. society 
 Individual’s journey to understanding 

him/herself… character vs. self 
 Individual’s relationship with and obligation to 

nature… character vs. nature 
 How justice and injustice are decided 
 What it means to be a hero or antihero 
 What it means to be a survivor 
 An individual’s experience with alienation or 

despair 
 What the future holds 
 Love and hate and effects of  
 
 



A symbol is anything that represents another thing. 
Sound confusing? It's really simple! There are millions 
of symbols that you recognize every day.  

 
a red light means stop 

an arrow means "this way" 
a light bulb means "new idea" 

the numerals 10, put together, mean ten 
a heart means love 

a wink means "just kidding" 
 



When you read literature, you should keep your 
mind open to possible symbols that may not be so 
obvious at first. For example, if you read a scene 
that involves a skunk lurking in the background, 

you might wonder what that animal could signify. 
Is there something that "stinks" in the works of 
your story, like a breakup or a bit of bad luck? 

This is how symbols work! 



A symbol may have more than one meaning, or its 
meaning may change from the beginning to the end of a 

literary work. Types of symbols include: 
 

• Personal: a meaning uniquely associated with our 
experiences 
 

• Contextual: a private meaning created by an author 
 

• Cultural: a meaning uniquely influenced by our 
culture (ex/ dogs represent faithfulness in China, but 
impurity in Indian/South Asian cultures 
 

• Universal: a meaning that is given to a thing by most 
people and cultures (ex/ lions represent deity, power 
and courage in many cultures) 

 



Which of the objects might signify entanglement? 
What about beauty? Any time you read a piece of 

literature, you should consider whether certain 
objects have a double role. They might hold a 

hidden message or meaning.  
 

BUT BE CAREFUL!  
Symbols should always help develop a theme.  



So What Is a Motif in Literature? 
While a symbol might occur once in literature to 
signify an idea or an emotion, a motif can be an 
element or idea that repeats throughout that piece of 
literature. A motif could be expressed by a collection 
of related symbols. For example, the motif of 
fragmentation (of a family, for instance) could come 
from several symbols that appear in a book:  
 

shattered glass 
an unfaithful spouse 

a runaway (pet, teen, car) 
 



Sometimes a motif can be a contrast, like "light 
and dark." A series of symbols that could 

represent this motif might be: 
 

 shadows (shades of darkness) 
a candle (a light in the darkness) 

storm clouds (temporary darkness) 
a ray of sunshine (emerging from darkness) 

a tunnel (through the darkness) 
 



The symbols and motifs you discover in your 
reading will lead to the understanding of an 
overall theme of your book. To find the theme of a 
book, you should look for an overall message or 
lesson. If you do encounter the motif of "light and 
dark" in a book, you should think about a message 
that the author is trying to send about life. 
 
 

The light and dark of a story might tell us: 
Love survives death 

Life renews itself 
Knowledge conquers fear  

 

http://homeworktips.about.com/od/writingabookreport/a/theme.htm
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